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Writer's Reference Sheet
Grades 5 and 6

Focusing

e Read the prompt and, if provided,
the passage(s).

e Think about what the prompt is
asking you to do.

e Think about key issues in the
passage, if provided, that will help
you fulfill the purpose of writing
your response.

Pre-writing

e Think about your audience and
purpose for writing.

e Use a pre-writing technique (e.g.,
brainstorming, webbing, drawing,
outlining) to plan your response.

e Think of your thesis statement and
supporting details.

Drafting

e Write your response in your
response booklet.

Reviewing

e Reread your response to correct any
errors that interfere with your
ability to communicate your ideas to
the audience.
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If | am writing a narrative, did |

e establish a clear purpose?

e use a variety of techniques
(e.g., dialogue, description,
anecdote, rhetorical question,
surprising fact) to engage my
audience?

e convey a sense of significance of the
experience?

e use a sequence of events that would
unfold naturally for the reader?

e use concrete words and sensory
details?

If I am writing to provide information or
explain, did |

e establish a focused purpose?

e anticipate the needs of my
audience?

e incorporate relevant background
and contextual information from
the reading passage (if a passage is
provided)?

e use general and specific details and
examples to support my thesis?

e use precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary?

If | am writing my opinion or creating an
argument, did |

e establish and maintain focus?

e anticipate audience’s knowledge
and concerns?

e provide relevant background and
contextual information from the
reading passage (if a passage
is provided)?

e use facts, details and examples to
support my opinion/argument?

e use words and phrases to clarify the
relationship among opinions/claims,
reasons, and evidence?
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Scoring Criteria for On-Demand Writing
These criteria will be used to score your work.

Communicating with
an Audience through
Purpose/Focus

Establishes and maintains an authentic
purpose

Addresses an appropriate audience
Establishes and maintains an awareness of
audience needs

Communicating with
an Audience through
Idea Development

Develops ideas with sufficient depth and
complexity to support audience and maintain
a focused purpose

Elaborates ideas with details, support and
examples specifically relevant to the audience
and purpose

Applies characteristics of the mode

Communicating with
an Audience through
Structure

Demonstrates coherent and effective text
structure in relation to the purpose

Includes a logical progression of ideas
Maintains coherence within and between
paragraphs

Uses effective transitional elements within and
between paragraphs guiding the reader
through the text and clarifying the relationship
of events, ideas, concepts or arguments
Maintains control of sentence structure

Varies sentence structure effectively

Communicating with an
Audience through
Language and Conventions

Selects and maintains word choices to effectively
communicate with the audience

Employs voice and tone appropriate for
audience and purpose

Communicates with audience effectively,
applying correct grammar, usage and mechanics
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s Writing

Scoring Rubric for Kentucky On-Demand Writing

4 Points:
Weriters at this score point level display consistent, though not necessarily perfect,
writing skill, resulting in effective communication.

The writer establishes and maintains focus on audience and purpose and effectively
engages the audience by providing relevant background information necessary to
anticipate its needs.

The writer consistently develops ideas with depth and complexity to provide insight,
support, and clarification of the topic. The writer consistently develops ideas using
appropriate and effective examples, details, facts, explanations, descriptions, or
arguments. In grades 5 and 6, writers may address counterclaims in support of
opinion and argument; in grades 8, 10 and 11, counterclaims are addressed
effectively to help support arguments. The writer may use a variety of techniques or
approaches.

The writer consistently organizes the writing by using a logical progression of ideas
that flows within and between paragraphs. The writer consistently uses a variety of
sentence lengths and structures. The writing includes a variety of transitional words
and phrases that connects ideas and guides the reader. The writer uses appropriate
organizational techniques (e.g., comparison/contrast, cause/effect, order of
importance, reasons/explanations).

The writer maintains an appropriate voice or tone. The writer consistently chooses
words that are appropriate to the intended audience and purpose of the writing. The
writer consistently uses correct grammar, usage, and mechanics (e.g., spelling,
punctuation, capitalization) to communicate effectively and clarify the writing.

3 Points:
Writers at this score point level display adequate writing skill, resulting in
effective, though not consistent, communication.

The writer adequately establishes focus on the intended audience and purpose, but
may not consistently maintain this focus, losing sight of audience or purpose on
occasion. The writer provides adequate background information that generally
anticipates audience needs.

The writer develops ideas with adequate support, and clarification of the topic
through examples, details, facts, explanations, descriptions, or arguments. In
supporting arguments and opinions, the writer in grades 5 or 6 may address
counterclaims; the writer in grades 8, 10 and 11 addresses or considers counterclaims.
The writer may use different techniques or approaches, but some are less successful
than others; one technique may be prominent.

The writer adequately organizes the writing by using a logical progression of ideas
that generally flows from idea to idea, though connections between some ideas are
less clear on occasion. The writer displays variety in sentence lengths and structures.
The writing includes transitional words and phrases that generally guide the reader.
The writer generally maintains organizational techniques, but organization and
connection of ideas may become less clear on occasion.

The writer may have occasional lapses in language that cause voice or tone to weaken.
The writer chooses words that are generally appropriate for the intended audience
and writing purpose. The writer adequately demonstrates correct grammar, usage,
and mechanics (e.g., spelling, punctuation, capitalization) to communicate A few
errors may occur that do not impede understanding.
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2 Points: -
Writers at this score point level display developing writing skill, resulting in less
effective communication.

® The writer identifies a generalized purpose or audience but does not maintain focus
on both. Instead, the writer focuses more on the task (creating a letter, speech, etc.)
than the actual purpose or intended audience. Irrelevant or inconsistent background
information demonstrates a general lack of awareness of audience needs.

e The writer demonstrates inconsistent development of ideas often presenting facts
(sometimes in isolation from one another) with little insight, interpretation, or
clarification. The writer provides minimal or irrelevant examples and/or details for
support. The writer in grades 8, 10, and 11 may attempt to address counterclaims in
support of arguments or is unsuccessful in the attempt. If the writer attempts to use
different techniques or approaches, their relation to the writing purpose may be
unclear.

® The writer demonstrates some attempt at organization, but often places ideas in an
unclear order that disrupts the natural flow or cohesion. The writer occasionally uses
varied sentence structures, but these appear alongside mostly simple sentences.
Transitions are simple and infrequent. The writer may use organizational strategies
inappropriately or ineffectively, such as attempting to use a comparison when it is not
warranted.

® The writer often uses language that causes voice or tone to weaken or emerge only on
occasion. The writer occasionally chooses appropriate words, but these appear
alongside language that is simple or inappropriate for the intended audience or
purpose. Frequent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics (e.g., spelling,
punctuation, capitalization) appear alongside occasional control of these features and
may impede understanding of the text.

1 Point:
Writers at this score level demonstrate little or no writing skill, resulting in mostly
ineffective communication.

® The writer may identify a general topic but demonstrates little or no awareness of
purpose or audience. The writer does not provide background or show awareness of
the needs of the audience.

® The writer gives little or no purposeful development of ideas, interpretation, insight or
clarification. The writer provides no examples and/or details for support or the
support is inaccurate or irrelevant. The writer in grades 8, 10, 11 does not address
counterclaims in support of argument or opinion.

e The writer offers little or no organizational structure, placing ideas in no logical
order. The writer uses little if any variety in sentence structures. Ineffective or absent
paragraph divisions create a lack of cohesion. Few, if any, transition words or phrases
are used.

® The writer’s tone or voice is either inappropriate or absent. The writer uses simple or
inappropriate words. Errors that appear in grammar, usage, and mechanics (e.g.,
spelling, punctuation, capitalization) impede understanding of the text.
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(/ m=mm Writing Part A

Writing situation:

A school district has a new middle school. On the first day, the students realize
that they are the first people to sit in the desks, use the books in the library, walk
in the halls, and set the traditions for all of the students who will attend for years
and years to come. One of the teachers suggests that everyone write about his or
her first day in the school. The students’ narratives will be compiled in a book
and placed in the library for the students who attend after them to read.

Writing directions:

Think about what it would be like to be the first to attend a newly built school. Write
a narrative for the book, and tell about that first day. Describe what you do, see, and
feel throughout the day.
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Writing Part A == /
GRADE 6 — Writing G

Annotated Student Response

SAMPLE 1-POINT RESPONSE

Writing
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=
GRADE 6 — Writing

ANNOTATION — 1-POINT RESPONSE

Grade 6, Prompt 1
Score Point 1

The writer identifies a general topic (if would be historical to me) but demonstrates little
awareness of the needs of the audience because no background information is provided.
The writer gives little purposeful development of ideas (1 could feel the new building smell . .
. . I'was going up to the library . . . . I saw all the cool books in the library. I checked out a
book). The writer offers little organizational structure and uses little sentence variety. The
writers tone or voice is inappropriate or absent.
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Writing Part A ===
GRADE 6 — Writing </
‘ Annotated Student Response |

SAMPLE 2-POINT RESPONSE

Writing
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Writing
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Writing Part A -</
=
GRADE 6 — Writing

ANNOTATION — 2-POINT RESPONSE

Grade 6, Prompt 1
Score Point 2

The writer identifies a generalized purpose and audience (Here at the new middle school we
children are the first students to ever enter this building!) but provides only limited
background information which demonstrates a lack of awareness of audience needs. While
the writing contains some development, the supporting details and examples offer little
insight or interpretation. Events in the narrative are recounted with little development
(First we met the librarian. They told us all about the library. Then we set rules for the library.
Our main rule was to take care of the books). The writer demonstrates some attempt at
organization by grouping ideas by paragraph. There are few sentences of varied lengths or
structures. Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics appear alongside occasional control
of these features.
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~ GRADE 6 — Writing
‘ Annotated Student Response |

SAMPLE 3-POINT RESPONSE

Writing
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/ = \Writing Part A
. GRADE 6 — Writing

ANNOTATION — 3-POINT RESPONSE

Grade 6, Prompt 1
Score Point 3

The writer adequately establishes focus on the intended audience and purpose by providing
background information that generally anticipates audience needs (/7 is the first day of
classes in the brand new . . . Middle School. I am in one of the classes that will be the first kids in
the school). Ideas are developed with adequate support and clarification of the topic (We
went to the computer lab for 2™ period. There were so many computers! It looked like we were
walking in a New York City office building. Everything looked so professinal . . .. The gym was
HUGE! The bleachers were pulled back for class but I could tell they were nice). The writing is
adequately organized with a logical progression of ideas and transitional words and
phrases that generally connect ideas and guide the reader. The writer uses some variety of
sentence lengths and structures, though many simple sentences are present. The writer
chooses words that are generally appropriate for the intended audience and purpose of the
writing.
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Writing Part A ===
GRADE 6 — Writing .
‘ Annotated Student Response |

SAMPLE 4-POINT RESPONSE

Writing
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Yriting
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Writing Part A -</
=
GRADE 6 — Writing

ANNOTATION — 4-POINT RESPONSE

Grade 6, Prompt 1
Score Point 4

The writer establishes and maintains focus on audience and purpose, and effectively
engages the audience by providing relevant background information (I mean if I did get
confused it’s not like I would be the only one. This was the first day of a new school that no
student had ever been in). The ideas are consistently developed with depth and complexity
using appropriate and effective examples, details, facts, explanations (The first thing I did
after checking out the main hall was go to the library. There were already some students in there
and they were all in awe and I could see why. . . .When I found room 208, I opened the door and
walked. I felt like I was dreaming; there were 2 smartboards, a laptop for everyone on top of
their desk). The narrative progresses logically and ideas flow naturally and cohesively
within and between paragraphs. The writer consistently uses a variety of sentence lengths
and structures. Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are infrequent and do not
impede understanding of the text.
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Q/ === \Writing Part B

Should Students Be Paid to Do Well?

Recently the mayor of a large city announced a plan to pay students who do well in school.
This plan has received a lot of attention. Some people disagree with the mayor. They feel that
paying students for doing well is a bad idea. Many students and parents do not think there is
anything wrong with giving hardworking students some kind of reward. People on both
sides believe they know what is best.

Feeling proud when they do a good job is important to students. There are those who believe
that paying students teaches them to try just to get the prize. They think that students who
always get paid do not care as much about feeling proud as they do about getting the reward.
They point to a study of third graders who were rewarded for reading. The study found that
after a while, the students only read if they knew they would receive a prize. The researchers
say that this shows that rewards do not contribute to student growth over a long period of
time.

People who give rewards for good grades say that students should be rewarded if they work
extra hard. The reward gives students a reason to try harder. When they get the prize, then
they want to do a good job the next time. They also point out that some research shows that
rewards work exactly as intended. Seventh-grade students in one study showed a large
improvement after their school started a program of paying for learning. Those in favor of
similar programs compare it to adults getting paid for the work they do. They believe that it
does not matter why the students are working hard as long as they are learning.

Writing situation:

The editors of a news magazine for young people want to know what students
think about getting paid for doing well in school. They have asked people to
write letters supporting or opposing paying students to do well in school. Some
of the letters will be published in the next issue of the magazine.

Writing directions:

Write a letter to be published in the news magazine for young people. Present an
argument as to whether or not students should be paid for doing well in school.
Provide reasons and details to support your argument.
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Writing Part B === |
GRADE 6 — Writing </
Annotated Student Response

SAMPLE 1-POINT RESPONSE

Writing
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/ = \Writing Part B
=
GRADE 6 — Writing

ANNOTATION — 1-POINT RESPONSE

Grade 6, Prompt 2
Score Point 1

This writer identifies a general topic (I think stuendents should get payed. I think they should
because it will improve there grade) but demonstrates little awareness of the needs of the
audience because little background information is provided. The writer gives no purposeful
development of ideas and few details (Stuends would not be playing video games. If there mom
and dad payed them they would not play video game’s). The writer uses little variety in
sentence structures. Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics impede understanding of
the text.
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Writing Part B ™=
GRADE 6 — Writing </
‘ Annotated Student Response |

SAMPLE 2-POINT RESPONSE

Writing
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Writing
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Writing Part B -</
=
GRADE 6 — Writing

ANNOTATION — 2-POINT RESPONSE

Grade 6, Prompt 2
Score Point 2

The writer identifies a generalized purpose and audience (I don’t think students should get
paid for doing well in school) but provides only limited background information which
demonstrates a lack of awareness of audience needs. While the writing contains some idea
development (Just think, if you’re paying $2 for every A and 300 students get 1 A, that’s $600
wasted. That would also mean less on teacher’s pay checks!), much of the supporting details
and examples offers little insight or interpretation. Some development of ideas is also
repetitive (I do agree on getting awards, just not cash awards. . . . if they are getting rewards. 1
think smaller rewards). The writer organizes the writing grouping ideas by paragraph.
There are some varied sentence structures, but these appear alongside many simple
sentences. Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics do not impede understanding of the
text.
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= \Writing Part B
- GRADE 6 — Writing
‘ Annotated Student Response |

SAMPLE 3-POINT RESPONSE

" Writing
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==
GRADE 6 — Writing

ANNOTATION — 3-POINT RESPONSE

Grade 6, Prompt 2
Score Point 3

The writer adequately establishes focus on the intended audience and purpose by providing
background information that generally anticipates audience needs (Even if it would be really
nice to get paid for doing well in school, in the long run it will not benifit you later in life ). Ideas
are developed with adequate support and clarification of the argument (. . . it should be a
personal goal in life to finish elematry, middle and high school with good grades. . . . It also
teaches you to set goals and accomplish them . . . . You will need that skill later on in your life
time. You need to be able to set goals without being bribed), though development is not
consistent. The writing is adequately organized using a logical progression of ideas and
simple transitional words and phrases that generally connect ideas and guide the reader
(For starters, also, Secondally, Lastly). Voice, tone, and word choices are generally
appropriate for the intended audience and purpose of the writing. Errors in grammar,
usage, and mechanics do not generally impede understanding of the text.
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GRADE 6 — Writing

Annotated Student Response

SAMPLE 4-POINT RESPONSE
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GRADE 6 — Writing .

ANNOTATION — 4-POINT RESPONSE

Grade 6, Prompt 2
Score Point 4

The writer establishes and maintains focus on audience and purpose, and effectively
engages the audience by providing relevant background information (Paying students for
their work will be a reward for hardworking students, provides lacking students with a reason to
try, and starts preparing students for the future). The ideas are consistently developed with
depth and complexity using appropriate and effective examples, details, facts, explanations,
and arguments (We need to pay students so they never have the feeling that their work isn’t
appreciated. Paying students give them a reason to be proud. . . . One last reason it is good to
reward hand working students is it creates bragging rights. If a student came up to me and
showed me he got $5 from the A he go on his report, I would want to try harder on my report
next time so I could earn money also). The response progresses logically and ideas flow
naturally and cohesively within and between paragraphs. The writer consistently uses a
variety of sentence lengths and structures. Errors in usage and mechanics are infrequent
and do not impede understanding of the argument.
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Item Information

Question Question Passage KCAS Mode
Number Type Title Standard
Part A Stand NA W.6.3 Narrative
Alone
Part B Passage Should Students Be Paid W.6.1 Argumentative
Based to Do Well?

Page 30




		2012-11-05T17:12:20-0600
	Preflight Ticket Signature




